Christmas 2006

There has been a lot happening here at the Hughes-Fenchel’s & the year has flown by.

Carolyn is still doing speech pathology for preschool children on a part-time basis. She still really likes it. She turned 50 this year, and to celebrate she had a fun get away for a weekend in Galena (which is a resort area by the Mississippi River). 

Gary’s job at Hyperfeed vanished in a puff of chapter 7 (bankruptcy) smoke unexpectedly in mid-November. It came as a surprise to all at Hyperfeed, the result of a merger partner doing some dastardly (and illegal) things. Fortunately, he was not out of work too long and started at a new company (Tibco) in mid-December.

Ryan finished up 7th grade and is now about half way through 8th grade. We are looking forward to him going to high school in the fall. Ryan still enjoys the boy scouts, even though at a scouting event early this year he ended up breaking his collarbone. He made a complete and speedy recovery.

Gillian GRADUATED high school last June. She is presently enrolled in the local community college (College of DuPage) which offers an AA degree in meterology. Carolyn ended up running one of the high school committees to help the kids celebrate their graduation. It was an enormous amount of work, but the kids clearly appreciated it. We had a nice party here to celebrate her matriculation.

This summer we all went sailing and snorkeling down in the Florida keys on a “high adventure” with Ryan’s boy scout troop. Gary and Ryan ended up on one boat, Carolyn and Gillian ended up on another boat. We saw a lot of remarkable fish … NOW I understand just what the aquariums (like Shedd) are trying to do. It is a very different experience actually BEING in the middle of a coral reef as opposed to looking at one through glass. We all hope that the global climate change doesn’t destroy all that beauty. Parrot fish, barracuda, rays, sharks … 

Gary and Gillian drove up to northern Wisconsin in late September to participate in a dog-powered race with Suki, who pulled Gillian on a scooter across some trails. She was, as it turned out, the only entrant in the one-dog scooter race, so we took both first and last place. Gillian had not run with Suki before, and was unsure how to respond when Suki decided the race was over about half way through. Suki sat down: Gillian shouted. Suki responded by rolling on her back to ask for a tummy rub. 

Carolyn’s father turned 90 just after Thanksgiving this year. His travel insurance company celebrated by informing him that he was no longer eligible to purchase health insurance for the US. We are all rather concerned that he will no longer be able to visit us. Bill & Pat’s normal end-of-year visit was cancelled for this year. Carolyn met with her California-domiciled brother in Shotton to help her dad enjoy his 90th. We hope that somehow or other we will find a way to bring him back here. This year is the first one in a long while that Carolyn’s folks will not be with us over the holidays.

Carolyn left for her dad’s party just after Thanksgiving. Actually, it was rather a surprising thanksgiving: shortly after dinner Ryan reported that it was starting to rain in the basement. It turned out (after bringing a plumber in a few days later) that one of the PVC drain pipes had been improperly attached nearly 20 years ago when the house was built, and had finally let go. The basement smelled from mildew for a couple of weeks, and Gary and Ryan have removed the section of ceiling stained by the water. There is now a big hole in the ceiling waiting for Gary to find the time to patch it.

Some folks near and dear to us had big events happen this year, some very sad, some very happy. Thanks to those who continue to make us a part of their lives for the good and the bad, the deaths, the graduations, the illnesses, the celebrations, and the accidents.

So goes another year at Stonehaven. Gary is looking forward to a brief visit with Bill & JoAnne and their kids in a few weeks when his company flies him out to Palo Alto to meet the rest of the team. We don’t know (of course) what the future will hold for us, but we are hopeful that we will be able to spend more time with friends. Please stay in touch as best you can, we look forward to seeing everyone in the coming year.
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